284               JOURNEY  FROM  RAMLAH,
Protected as this party was by an escort, and a
large company, they were in considerable dan-
ger, from falling into the hands of an Arab tribe,
who scoured the plains of Jericho, and had even
recently committed robberies between Bethle-
hem and Jerusalem, close to the walls of the
latter. The chief, to whom they were con-
ducted, declared himself independent both of
the sultan and all his pashas, and boasted that
they spared no Christians who fell into their
hands. He consented, however, to protect
Mr. Bankes during his stay in the desert, and
to return him in safety to Jerusalem, on condition
of his interceding for the release of a boy of
their tribe, who was now imprisoned at the latter
place for a robbery of some camels committed
by the tribe itself, Mr. Bankes engaged to use
his utmost influence, and on that promise they
were all released, while the father of the boy
had accompanied them here to await the issue
of the negotiation.
We were scarcely met, before a visit was paid
to us by an Abyssinian prince, named Moosa,
who had left Gondar about two years since, with
the sister of the Eas Welleta, on a pilgrimage
to Jerusalem. His female charge had died here
only a few months since, and he had subsequently
by some .means become acquainted with the.
amiable and excellent Lady Hester Stanhope,